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God’s light shines in the darkness of our minds and lives and the darkness has not overcome it. Jesus’ life is 
light in our darkness. Faith in Jesus isn’t a blind leap. It is a reasonable step based on good evidence.  Faith 
is a journey that can help us to recognize THE TRUTH.  It is the daily testing and wrestling with THE TRUTH 
about life, ourselves, others, and God.

Be well! Be loving! Be courageous! Be the Church!
In Christ,
Pastor Brian

ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Sign up for the July 4th Picnic online 

or sign up at the welcome desk if you 

don’t have access to a computer!

- New in box, box fan donations 

needed for the food pantry

VOLUNTEER FOR THE 4TH 
OF JULY PICNIC!
The asks for volunteers include:

parking attendants, golf cart drivers, 

ushers, food servers, games

A table will be set up in the Fellowship Hall 

for Sunday June 27 to sign up or call the 

church office (319) 266-7589.

NAZ TRAP SHOOTING MINISTRY
The Naz Trap Shooting Ministry will be starting up again in July. This is a great multi-

generational ministry for all! If you are interested, please sign up with your contact 

information at the welcome desk. The Trap Shooting Ministry is designed for all ages and 

all levels of experience. We will meet once a week on Monday nights at 6 p.m. We start with 

devotions and prayer and then move into Trap Shooting. Our objective is to have a faith 

experience for youth and adults with an opportunity for good Christian fellowship. We teach 

Trap Shooting and Gun Safety. If you have any questions, please contact Dennis Bigelow 

(319-504-2247) or Larry Steffens (319-415-7635). 

CELEBRATE PASTOR BOB’S ORDINATION WITH US!
On Sunday, July 18, 2021, a celebration is planned at Nazareth Evangelical Lutheran 

Church for Pastor Bob Ericson in honor of his 50th Anniversary of Ordination into the 

ELCA ministry. Please join us in celebrating this special occasion as your presence helps 

make this day one of thanksgiving and encouragement for Pastor Bob, his wife Barb, and 

their family.

The schedule for Sunday, July 18th will be as follows:

Worship services of thanksgiving to the Lord at 9a.m. and 10:45a.m., including

Pastor Bob re-affirming his ordination vows as well as a presentation from the Nazareth

Church Council and Congregation. A reception will be held between services at the 

Church beginning around 10a.m.

150TH ANNIVERSARY 
CROSSES
In honor of Nazareth’s 150th anniversary 

celebration, several pieces of jewelry 

featuring the Nazareth Cross are available. 

There are two styles of pendants - one 

with a top loop and one with the loop on 

the back. Chains are not included. The 

third piece is a tie tack for men. These 

silver pieces are available for viewing in 

the display case in the Mission Lounge. 

They are priced at $55 each and may 

be purchased until July 17th. Place your 

order by calling the church, or order at the 

Welcome Desk on Sundays.

SMILE!  

More of us are doing online shopping, and if you are one of those, go to Amazon Smile, 

and choose Nazareth Lutheran Church as your charity, and Amazon will donate 0.5% of 

your purchase price back to the church! This is an easy way to help out the church while 

doing your shopping and doesn't cost YOU any extra; it’s a win-win for all! Thank you for 

considering Nazareth as you do your online shopping!

REGISTER FOR THE PHOTO DIRECTORY!
Go to ucdir.com to register: 

Church code: ia123 

password: photos 

You can choose your desired photography date and time!



GO BEYOND THE SERMON 

Use the “Read It”, “Watch It” and “Live It” recommendations to apply 

this Sunday’s sermon to your everyday happenings, and/or, gather with a 

small group to discuss the sermon and do life together! Not connected 

with a Naz small group yet? Email Mallory Jensen at mallory.jensen@naz.

org to learn more or join a group.

DIGEST THE WORD

Read the scripture passages from the week’s Sunday’s Worship Service 

and reflect on the sermon and on these questions to help you live out 

God’s Word in your everyday life. Or, use these questions in your Naz 

Small Group to discuss and apply each week’s scripture and sermon!

-  How did this passage/sermon challenge or encourage you?

-  What questions do you have about this topic?

-  What does this passage teach you about who God is?

-  What are the personal implications (for you)?

-  What does this mean for the Church as a whole?

READ IT | Read and meditate on John 1 this week. The plainest reason 

why the Son of God is called the Word, seems to be, that as our words 

explain our minds to others, so was the Son of God sent in order to reveal 

his Father’s mind to the world. What the evangelist says of Christ proves 

that he is God. He asserts, His existence in the beginning; His coexistence 

with the Father. The Word was with God. All things were made by him, 

and not as an instrument. Without him was not anything made that was 

made, from the highest angel to the meanest worm. This shows how well 

qualified he was for the work of our redemption and salvation. The light 

of reason, as well as the life of sense, is derived from him, and depends 

upon him. This eternal Word, this true Light shines, but the darkness 

comprehends it not. Let us pray without ceasing, that our eyes may be 

opened to behold this Light, that we may walk in it; and thus be made 

wise unto salvation, by faith in Jesus Christ.

WATCH IT | Use your free RightNow Media account through Nazareth 

(go to Naz.org and scroll down to quick link for RightNow Media to sign 

up if you do not already have an account) and access the video series, 

The Gospel of John Part 1 by Tony Evans Where do you turn when the 

world around you grows dark? In this study of the Gospel of John, Dr. 

Tony Evans encourages us to turn to Christ by reminding us of the two 

purposes for the beloved disciple’s book—that we would believe in Jesus 

and find life in his name. Despite what our culture may argue, there is 

only one hope that is truly trustworthy and that is our savior, Jesus Christ. 

So join Tony for this twelve-session series that will draw you back to the 

essential truths of our faith and the life found in our king.

LIVE IT |  Commit or re-commit to participating in weekly public worship, 

at LEAST one hour of study and growth, and at least one hour each week 

in dedicated Christian service to others in the name of Christ. God gives 

us 168 hours each week, how are you empowered through the gift of 

God’s grace to leverage every moment and hour and day for the cause of 

Christ and care of your neighbor?

SERMON |  “The Journey Continues: Out of Darkness Into 

Light”

TEACHER |  Pastor Brian King

TEXTS | John 1:1-14, Hebrews 11:1-16

ALTAR |The flowers at the altar are in memory of babies and 

children in God’s care.

PULPIT |The flowers at the pulpit are in celebration of Bill and 

Janet Kahler’s 50th wedding anniversary on June 26th.

PIANO |  The flowers at the piano are in celebration of Russell 

and Diane Curtis’ 50th wedding anniversary on June 12th.
**Flower donors needed for July 25th.

ABOUT ENTRUSTED: A STUDY OF 2ND 
TIMOTHY
Lisa Arenholz will be hosting a six-week book study on 

Tuesday mornings at Nazareth Lutheran Church.  The first 

study will start on July 13th at 8:30 a.m.  The group will go 

through Beth Moore's book "Entrusted:  A Study of 2nd 

Timothy."  In Beth's book, she will encourage you to guard 

what God has entrusted to you, and further His kingdom by 

sharing Christ with others.  There is a $13 fee to cover the cost 

of the book, and can be purchased by contacting Nazareth 

Lutheran Church.  

Register at naz.org/nextsteps

YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT IS 
APPRECIATED! 
As we deeply desire to do the ministry God has called us 

to do here at Nazareth, your continued generous support 

of prayers, service, and financial gifts are so important. You 

can give online at naz.org. You can also mail your donation 

to the church office or use the free GIVE+ Mobile App (by 

searching “GIVE PLUS CHURCH” in the app store). We truly 

cannot do this without you and are grateful for your continued 

partnership!

NAZARETH OFFICES CLOSED
Nazareth offices will be closed June 28-29 for an off campus 

staff retreat along with July 5 for the holiday on Sunday.



HIGHLAND BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES
With June almost over, now is the time to think about Highland School and their supply needs for the fall. There are two ways you may choose 

to help the local mission committee’s Partners in Education provide those items:

1) Purchase supplies that you choose from the list and deliver them to Nazareth.

2) Donate a cash gift, and the items needed will be purchased according to the staff specifications in bulk at a much reduced rate.

This year Highland is requesting only the following supplies for the children:

*Wide-lined spiral notebooks (NO loose leaf paper)

*2”x2” sticky pads

*Pocket folders (red, blue, green, yellow and orange)

*Tissues (individual plastic wrapped packages)

*Pencil boxes (hard-sided only/easily sanitized – NO pencils, pens or individual erasers)

*Scissors (blunt tips)

*Glue sticks (narrow tubes like Elmers)

*Box of 8 assorted markers (basic colors)

*Crayons (boxes of 24 – Crayola brand preferred)

Collection of purchased items begins now and continues through August 15. Purchased items may be brought to Nazareth and placed on 

the designated table behind the Information Desk any time between now and August. Cash gifts may be left at the Information Desk on 

Sunday, at the Reception Desk Monday through Friday, or mailed to the church. For cash gifts in check form, please make the checks to 

Nazareth Lutheran Church, Highland Supplies in the memo; it is important that they are not written to Highland School. Highland School has 

many needs and has always appreciated the heart-felt generosity of this congregation. In advance, thank you again for your support of these 

children.

150TH ANNIVERSARY WORSHIP AND PICNIC ON SUNDAY, JULY 4
A picnic and worship will take place at the Riverview Conference Center on Sunday, July 4. The worship service will begin at 10:30a.m in the 

air-conditioned Event Center, followed by a picnic and games. The food served at the picnic will feature Starbeck’s pulled pork sandwiches 

and Nazareth kitchen’s cheesy potatoes, fresh fruit, ice cream, coffee and lemonade. A children’s menu will also be prepared, featuring 

chicken strips and mac and cheese. A free will offering will be taken for the picnic. This is the exact location where 150 years ago to the day 

(July 4, 1871) over 300 Danes gathered to celebrate the 4th of July, picnic and worship Jesus in singing and prayer. A lay missionary from 

Denmark, A.S. Nielsen, joined them, sharing a Gospel message on Jesus. The Holy Spirit used that occasion to move those assembled to call 

A.S. Nielsen to be their pastor and soon afterwards organized Nazareth Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church. If you are in the Cedar Valley 

on the 4th of July, put this event on your calendar! It is open to Nazareth members and the community. Sign up to join us at naz.org or at the 

Welcome Desk if you don’t have access to a computer.

DANISH WINDSOCKS
Show your Danish heritage and fly a windsock featuring the Danish flag of a Danish heart. Windsocks are custom made of fade resistant 100% 

nylon. Each windsock is approximately 42” long and is easily attached to a pole, shepherd’s hook or any place where the wind blows! There 

are two different styles, Danish flag with red/white tails or Danish heart with red/white tails. They are $25 each, payable to Nazareth Church.


