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Ecclesiastes reminds us that “for everything there is a season and a time for every matter under heaven.”  Truly, Advent is a time to be 
silent and a time to speak.  And like Zechariah before us, we need the simple gift of silence to have time and space to focus on what 
God has done for us through Jesus and then, having come to recognize the presence and power of God’s grace in our own lives,we 
need the gift of speech to share this incredible good news with everyone else.

Be well! Be loving! Be courageous! Be the Church!
In Christ,
Pastor Brian

ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Information for the December 12 

Newsletter should be submitted by 

3 p.m. on Monday, December 6.

- For more information and ways to get 

connected, please visit Naz Next Steps in 

Fellowship Hall!
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
- Service of Comfort and Hope - Thursday, December 16,  6 p.m. in Larsen Chapel

- Christmas Eve Eve (contemporary service) - Thursday, December 23, 7 p.m. in Worship Center

- Christmas Eve (contemporary service) - Friday, December 24, 3 p.m. in Worship Center

- Christmas Eve (traditional service) - Friday, December 24, 5 p.m. in Worship Center

- Christmas Eve (traditional service) - Friday, December 24, 7 p.m. in Worship Center

- Christmas Eve (candlelight service) - Friday, December 24, 10 p.m. in Worship Center

TODAY IS THE DAY!! 

“Julefest” - The Danish Festival of Christmas - takes place today from 4 -7 p.m. We’re 

continuing to celebrate Nazareth’s 150th anniversary by gathering together for crafts (those 

previously registered), eating a meal together, decorating the tree, singing Christmas carols, 

dancing around the Christmas tree, and enjoying fellowship.  Everyone is invited!  

Today’s Schedule of Events - Dec. 5th  

4:00-4:45 p.m. - Session I Adult Craft in Bethel Hall  

4:45-5:30 p.m. - Session II Adult Craft in Bethel Hall  

4:45-5:30 pm - Join Dick & Helene Bond in “Strolling Naz Halls with Christmas Carols” 

5:30-6:15 p.m. - Meal in Fellowship Hall (with Christmas Extravaganza families eating first)    

6:00-6:15 p.m. - Decorate the Christmas tree in Bethel Hall 

6:15-6:30 p.m. - Dance around the Christmas tree singing carols  

6:30-7:00 p.m. - Christmas Extravaganza families will return to the gym for their final activities

6:30-7:00 p.m. - Optional Activities:  Adults observe or help Children’s Ministry or Sing 

Christmas Carols in Bethel Hall with Dick & Helene Bond

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelopes will be mailed out in the 

next few weeks.  If you have any questions 

please contact Lori Haag at 

lori.haag@naz.org



SERMON | While We Wait

TEACHER | Pastor Brian

TEXTS | Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 3:1-6

ALTAR | The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God.

SYMPATHIES

- For Mike & Vicky Christiason and family at the death of Mike’s mother, 

Marian

- For George Lansink and his family at the death of his brother

- For the family and friends of Sandy Kemp

- For the family and friends of Mildred Dankenbring

- For Juanita & Jim Monteith and family at the death of Juanita’s mother, 

Shirley Lee

- For Matthew Cohea and his family at the death of his brother, Craig

- For Gene & Tonya Crowe and family at the death of their daughter, 

Tasha

- For Bob & Laurene Saathoff and family at the death of Bob’s mother, 

Darlene

- For Harold Beuer and his family at the death of his wife, Jo Ann

- For Dennis Maurer and his family at the passing of his mother Donna 

Maurer.

- For Terry Ketter and family on the death of Karolyn Ketter 

BAPTISMS

- Hailey Caitlin Nielsen, daughter of Matthew and Nicole Nielsen

GO BEYOND THE SERMON 

Use the “Read It”, “Watch It” and “Live It” recommendations to 

apply this Sunday’s sermon to your everyday happenings, and/

or, gather with a small group to discuss the sermon and do life 

together! Not connected with a group yet? Email 

mallory.jensen@naz.org to learn more or join a group.

DIGEST THE WORD

Read the scripture passages from the week’s Sunday’s Worship 

Service and reflect on the sermon and on these questions to 

help you live out God’s Word in your everyday life. Or, use these 

questions in your Naz Small Group to discuss and apply each 

week’s scripture and sermon!

-  How did this passage/sermon challenge or encourage you?

-  What questions do you have about this topic?

-  What does this passage teach you about who God is?

-  What are the personal implications (for you)?

-  What does this mean for the Church as a whole?

READ IT | Take time to read the first two Chapters of Luke.  

Meditate on the integral role Zechariah and Elizabeth play in 

receiving the fulfillment of God’s promises through the miraculous 

birth of their own son, John, and how God sets the stage for the 

impending birth of Jesus, our Emmanuel, our “God with us!”

WATCH IT | The Nativity Story (2006)  Betrothed to much-older 

Joseph (Oscar Isaac), Mary (Keisha Castle-Hughes) must remain 

a maiden for one year, but she subsequently receives a visit from 

the angel Gabriel, who tells her of her destiny. When Joseph and 

now-heavily pregnant Mary journey to Bethlehem for the Roman 

census, they face a threat from King Herod, whose obsession with 

an ancient prophecy endangers soon-to-be-born Jesus.

LIVE IT | Take time to be quiet each day between now and 

Christmas.  Use the print or online version of Nazareth’s new 

Advent Devotional: While We Wait to center your thoughts on 

Christ and what it means that God has come into our world in the 

person of Jesus.  Contemplate how the discipline of quiet time and 

Bible study teaches us to appreciate and focus on the many gifts 

present in our lives, most especially the gift of our Savior Jesus.

LUNCH & LEARN
Our Winter Series includes the following speakers:

January 6th - House of Hope

January 13th - Dave Welter 

January 20th - Christian Crusaders

January 27th - One City United

February 3rd - Knox Blocks

February 10th - Love INC.

February 17th - Northeast Iowa Food Bank

February 24th - Cedar Falls Historical Society

YOU MAY NOW ORDER CHRISTMAS EVE 
POINSETTIAS! 
To order a poinsettias plant to be placed in the Worship Center 

during our Christmas worship services, you can visit the Welcome 

Desk on Sunday mornings, or call the church office during the 

week! All poinsettias are given to the honor and glory of God. Each 

poinsettia plant costs $15. 

ONLINE NAZARETH ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Nazareth Advent Devotionals are available online to read and share 

with family and friends! Go to Naz.org/christmas to read these 

personal and impactful stories from congregation members and their 

experiences on While We Wait. 



VOLUNTEER AT NEW ALDAYA 
This Christian Mission involves helping NewAldaya residents who are physically challenged to get to Sunday Chapel Services.  We 

need 2 to 3 volunteers.  You need to arrive at NewAldaya by 10 a.m. Sunday morning and enter through the Main Street entrance.  A 

receptionist will meet you.  At this time you will be asked the Covid screening questions and have your temperature checked.  You will 

also need to show your vaccination card, a new mandate for organizations that receive Medicare payments.  A mask and shield will also 

be required.  At the Chapel, Chaplin Linda Marlett will greet you. You will enter the nursing facility residential area and meet identified 

residents who need assistance. Mainly wheelchair-bound but some bedridden. The Chapel Service begins at 10:30 a.m. After the 

Chapel Service which will last about 60 minutes or less, you will then help the residents back to their rooms.  During the Service, you 

may stay or go back to the Main Street area and relax until Chapel is over. The overall time commitment is from 10 a.m. - noon. Contact 

Andy Walser to sign-up at andy.walser@naz.org or call 319.266.7589, ext. 135.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
House of Hope, one of Nazareth’s Local Mission partners, is hosting a  Festival 

of Lights display drive and walk-through next weekend, beginning December 

9th. Nazareth will also have a display at this event.The event takes place at 

the Lost Island KOA and will run December 9th, 5-9pm as a drive-through or 

December 10-12 from 5-9 pm as a walk-through display.! Join us for a holly, jolly 

good time to support House of Hope! Park your car and walk through a winter 

wonderland of light displays! Listen to live Christmas and holiday music from 

local performers! Grab some hot chocolate and a cookie from the hot chocolate 

truck! Rumor has it, the big guy will be there, too! We have so many festive 

surprises for you! All proceeds benefit House of Hope programs!

House of Hope provides single mothers and women aging out of foster care 

with housing, case management, access to services, and resources to achieve 

independence and permanent homes. House of Hope does not receive any 

government funding and is entirely supported by the community. Thank 

you for your support!  Tickets can be purchased in advance by going to 

houseofhopeccd.charityproud.org/Event Registration/Index/7367  

FINALS STUDY NIGHT FOR 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: FOOD 
NEEDED
Do you have a special treat that you like to make? 

Or have a “wanted to try that new appetizer”? On 

Thursday, December 9th from 6 p.m.- 10 p.m., BASIC 

(our college & young adult ministry) will be hosting 

a “Finals Study Night” at Nazareth for any college 

student who needs a place to study OR a place to 

hang out, have fun, and eat good food during a 

stressful week!

We’d love for Naz congregation members (aka: YOU) 

to help bless these young adults with your homemade 

treats or yummy goodness! If you are interested in 

making or bringing food for this event, please email 

Kristin Sauerbrei at kristin.sauerbrei@naz.org. 

MISSION LOUNGE DISPLAY
Glædelig Jul (Merry Christmas) is the theme of the final Danish display in the Mission Lounge.  See examples of the art of paper cutting 

(Papirklip),  get some ideas on how to creat a Hygge (Hue-geh) atmosphere in your home, learn about the Scandinavian Nisse and see 

some Danish ornament ideas for your Christmas tree.  This display will be available until January 3rd.

NAZARETH CHURCH COUNCIL 
The Nazareth Nominating Committee is seeking members who would like to serve on the Nazareth Church Council.  Individuals 

should demonstrate a Christ-like fruit of the Spirit in their lives; a Biblical character and mature spiritual leadership; a commitment to 

embrace and live into the Nazareth Mission Statement; and a willingness to share unique personal gifts, competencies, passions, and 

experiences within the framework of a God-honoring group discernment process.  If you are interested in becoming a nominee for 

Church Council or if you would like to nominate someone, please contact Pastor Brian King at 319-266-7589.

BLESSED BEGINNINGS GIVING TREE IS IN FELLOWSHIP HALL! 

Please select a gift ornament to purchase for the Blessed Beginnings Classrooms. Gifts for classrooms are not normally wrapped, but you 

can if you'd like to! Please drop off the gifts to the Church office before Christmas! Thank you for your generosity!



GIVE A GRANDMOTHER A HOME FOR CHRISTMAS!
Nyaka was established in 2001 by Twesigye Jackson Kaguri in response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the village of Nyakagezi in 

southwestern Uganda. A key element of the Nyaka ministry is the Grandmother Project. 19,000 grandmothers participate through 189 

self-organized support groups, as a part of Nyaka’s holistic human rights-based approach to tackling poverty. This outreach enables 

Nyaka to support 60,000 orphaned, abandoned and vulnerable children who live with grandmother caregivers, many of whom are not 

biologically related. Sometimes caring for 5 or 6 children, grandmothers typically rely on subsistence farming and earn less than $1 a 

day.  

Would you consider making a donation to help provide a home for one of these grandmothers? A gift of $1200 will provide a home, 

a kitchen, and a pit latrine.  But a gift of any amount can make a difference! Gifts may be made at the table in Fellowship Hall on 

December 5th, or directed to Nazareth at any time with a designation of Nyaka. Stop at the table in Fellowship Hall if you would like to 

make a donation to Nyaka in honor of your own grandmother or grandchildren as a Christmas gift. Gift cards are available.

A SPECIAL LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION FROM PASTOR DENNY

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father, and our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. Amen.

I have come to the prayerful decision to retire. My last day as Nazareth’s called Associate Pastor will be on December 31, 2021.     

Dorothea and I have lived among you for over ten years. We cherish Nazareth and I have been richly blessed by the opportunity to 

serve alongside Senior Pastor Brian King and be your Associate Pastor.  We are staying in Cedar Falls and will remain members of 

Nazareth. We pray you see this as an affirmation of our love for you and the vision for engaging mission and ministry at Nazareth in the 

name of Jesus. What will this change mean for you and me?

Beginning January 1, 2022, I will be beginning the new call from the Lord to be retired and will not be your pastor. My new season will 

allow for me to be more available as husband, son, dad and grandfather to my wife, father, children and grandchildren in ways I could 

not do as your full-time called pastor.  When I accepted the call to serve as Associate Pastor at Nazareth, I assumed the duties and 

responsibilities to regularly preach the gospel, serve on committees, officiate at weddings, funerals, and preside in the sacraments of 

Baptism and Holy Communion. This calling, including all these duties and responsibilities, will conclude on December 31. Just as you 

have over the past ten years prayerfully supported me as your pastor, it is my hope you will now prayerfully respect my decision to retire 

by continuing to pray, encourage and support me.

Dorothea and I thank God for you as we together, in new ways, will continue the journey of serving with joy, our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

the Christ.

Pastor Denny and Dorothea Hanson

A reception will be held on Sunday, December 12 after the 10:45 a.m. service to honor Pastor Denny 
and his wife, Dorothea. The reception will be held in Bethel Hall. We hope everyone can join us for this 
special celebration!


